Quizzes #3 and #4

Mathematics Education 308—Modern Geometry
Dr. Peratt

Directions: Answer the following questions briefly but completely.

1. The author quotes J.L. Heilbron, who claims that “We owe geometry to the tax collector.” Explain what
Heilbron meant by that statement.

2. According to the author, what is the main advantage over the Egyptians that the Greeks had because of their
abstract understanding of geometry?

3. Complete one of the following:

(a) Tell when and where did Thales lived, and identify at least 3 major contributions he made to humanity.

(b) Tell when and where did Pythagoras lived, and identify at least 3 distinguishing characteristics of his
school of thought.



4. Explain briefly the work of David Hilbert.

5. What two logical traps are inherent in the development of any axiomatic system? How did the Greeks over-
come these two challenges?



